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ESSER III - 11t Equalization Allowable Uses

Coordination  of  COVID-19  preparedness  
and  response  efforts; Procedures and  

systems  to  improve  district  preparedness  
and  response  efforts

Planning for  and  coordinating during 
long-term  closures,  including meals,  
technology for  online  learning, and 

continuation of services

Purchasing  supplies  to  sanitize  and  clean  
district  and  school  facilities; Training  and  
professional development  for  district staff  
on  sanitation  and  minimizing  the  spread  

of infectious disease

Providing  mental health  services  and  
supports

Inspection,  testing,  maintenance,  repair,  replacement  
and  upgrade  projects  to  improve  the  indoor  air quality  
in  school  facilities,  including  heating,  ventilation,  and  

air conditioning  systems,  filtering, purification  and  
other  air cleaning,  fans,  control systems,  and  window  

and  door repair and  replacement

School facility  repairs  and  improvements  
to  enable  operation  of schools  to  reduce  

risk  of virus transmission  and  exposure  to  
environmental  health  hazards,  and  to  

support  student  health  needs

Addressing student learning loss,  including for 
vulnerable  populations,  by  administering and  using 

valid  and  reliable  high-quality  assessments,  
implementing evidence-based activities,  providing 

information  and  assistance  to  parents and  families  
on  how  to  effectively  support  students,  and  
tracking student  attendance  and  improving  

engagement  in  distance  education

Activities  to  address  the  unique  needs  of  
low-income  children,  children  with  

disabilities,  English  learners, racial and  
ethnic  minorities,  students  experiencing 

homelessness,  and  foster  care  youth,  
including outreach  and  service  delivery

Other activities  necessary  to  maintain  
district  operations  and  services  and  

employ  existing  district  staff. 

Purchasing  educational technology  
(including  hardware,  software,  and  

connectivity) 

Planning and  implementing summer 
learning  and  supplemental after-school  

programs

Any activity  authorized  by  ESEA,  IDEA,  
AEFLA,  Perkins,  or  McKinney-Vento
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● Formula allocation - equalization formula to ensure every 
district receives at least a $1,093 per-pupil when combined 
with a district’s Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) III Fund formula allocation.

● ESSER III Equalization Allocation - $8,043,640

● Expenditure period: March 13, 2020 through September 30, 
2023 (can carryover funds and use through September 30, 
2024)

ESSER III Section 11t Equalization 
Allocation Information & Expenditure Period

1. Safe return to in-person and continuity of services 
○ Michigan required districts to post an Extended Continuity of 

Learning (ECOL) plan.
○ Since SLCS had posted an ECOL prior to March 2021 when ARP was 

signed into law, our requirement is to post an update within 30 days 
of receipt of ESSER III funds.

2. Maintenance of Equity for High Poverty Students

3. Narrative Plan for Use of ESSER III Equalization funds
○ Incorporates meaningful stakeholder feedback

ESSER III Section 11t Equalization 
Requirements - Consistent with ESSER III



● All funds can only be utilized for activities to address the specific 
student populations identified in the CARES legislation: students 
from low-income families, students of color, students with 
disabilities, English learners, migratory students, students 
experiencing homelessness, and children and youth in foster care.

● Required Reservations:
○ 51.4% to Address Learning Loss - $4,134,430.96
○ 10.3% for Summer Programming - $828,494.92
○ 10.3% for After School Programming - $828,494.92

ESSER III Section 11t Equalization 
Additional Requirements

● Internal and External Stakeholders
○ Staff, Students, Families

● Variety of Input Sources
○ Survey, including question specific to ESSER III 
○ Input during regularly scheduled meetings that include 

stakeholder groups and feedback
■ District Leadership Team Meetings
■ Subcommittee Meetings
■ Meetings with Staff Groups

ESSERIII - 11t Equalization Stakeholder Input for Plan Development

● Priorities Identified in Survey:
○ Hiring Additional Staff
○ Social-Emotional Learning and Mental Health Supports
○ Purchasing Instructional Materials
○ Purchasing Educational Technology

● Aligned with priorities that have emerged over the course of 
the year through ongoing needs assessment and input 
opportunities embedded into our system processes: 
○ Monitoring of district data (demographic data, systems 

data, assessment data, course grades, etc.)
○ Feedback from stakeholders during regularly scheduled 

meetings

ESSERIII - 11t Equalization Stakeholder Priority Identification

1. Will the proposed use of funds “prevent, prepare for, 
and respond to Coronavirus”?

2. Is it an allowable use of funds under the CARES Act?

3. Is it reasonable and necessary?

4. Does it promote equity?

5. Does it support returning students to the classroom?

ESSERIII - 11t Equalization Guiding Questions from US Dept. of Ed.



ARP - ESSERIII - 11t Plan for Use of Funds Questions

Please describe the extent to which and how the funds will be used to implement prevention 
and mitigation strategies that are, to the greatest extent practicable, consistent with the most 
recent CDC guidance on reopening schools, in order to continuously and safely open and 
operate schools for in-person learning:

South Lyon Community Schools’ families had two learning pathway options to 
choose from for the 2021-22 school year, fully in-person instruction, and fully virtual 
instruction. These two options enabled families to select the learning pathway that 
was the best choice for their family circumstances. We follow all required mandates 
from the CDC and local health department in order to safely maintain in-person 
instruction. Funds from other grant sources have been utilized for infrastructure to 
improve air filtration when needed (ex: replacement of air handling unit for one of the 
high school buildings). The district plans to allocate a portion of ESSER III funds for 
the purchase of MERV 13 air filters for improved air filtration in all buildings.

ESSER III-11t Equalization DRAFT Narrative Plan for Use of Funds

Please describe how the LEA will use the funds it reserves under section 2001(e)(1) of the ARP 
Act (see below) to address the academic impact of lost instructional time through the 
implementation of evidence-based interventions, such as summer learning or summer 
enrichment, extended day, comprehensive after-school programs, or extended school year:
To address the academic impact of lost instructional time South Lyon Community Schools will provide 
summer learning and credit recovery programs. Summer learning programs at the elementary and middle 
school levels will be primarily focused on literacy and math skills and will be provided to students via 
in-person instruction. High quality instructional materials will be purchased as needed to support the 
needs of participating students as identified through student data. Credit recovery programming will be 
offered at the high school level with both virtual and in-person options. Learning needs will be determined 
through the review of common assessments and benchmark data with building principals and Learning 
Specialists.  Funds will be allocated to fully support the operation of the summer learning programs, 
including such things as: staffing, instructional materials, credit recovery programming, transportation, 
food services, and any required staff professional learning.  Additional 11t funds are allocated to the 
purchase of Playaway/Wonderbooks audiobooks that will be provided in a lending library for elementary 
resource room students to support after school learning and literacy growth. Before or after school 
tutoring options will also be available for students in eligible subgroups through the use of 11t funding.

ESSER III-11t Equalization DRAFT Narrative Plan for Use of Funds

Please describe how the LEA will spend its remaining ARP ESSER funds consistent with 
section 2001(e)(2) of the ARP Act:

With the ESSER III and the 11t Equalization funds, SLCS is allocating funds toward the hiring of 
staff members to support the social-emotional and mental health needs of students. In ongoing 
assessment of system and student needs including stakeholder input, it has been identified that 
social-emotional and mental health supports are an ongoing priority. Additional general education 
social workers will be hired to increase the level of supports available at the elementary level using 
ESSER III funds. The district also intends to hire an additional school psychologist. These positions 
will also further help support the development and implementation of our multi-tiered system of 
supports across the district. Additional funds are being allocated through 11t to support staffing of 
the English Language Development Program and to hire additional K-12 ELD teachers. Funds will 
also be utilized to increase the FTE allocated to our special education social work department. 
SLCS also plans to utilize funds to cover a portion of the costs of instructional materials to support 
high quality instruction for identified subgroups. 

ESSER III-11t Equalization DRAFT Narrative Plan for Use of Funds



Please describe how the LEA will ensure that the interventions it implements, including but not limited 
to the interventions implemented under section 2001(e)(1) of the ARP Act to address the academic 
impact of lost instructional time, will respond to the academic, social, emotional, and mental health 
needs of all students, and particularly those students disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic, including students from low-income families, students of color, English learners, children 
with disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, children in foster care, and migratory students.
South Lyon Community Schools will utilize benchmark and common assessment data to identify the 
needs of students and ensure that the students most in need of the interventions and programs 
offered through the use of these funds, as well any other programming and opportunities offered, 
are guaranteed the opportunity to participate. Disaggregated data will be used to identify any 
students in particular subgroups in need of additional targeted support. In addition to ensuring 
equitable participation in programs offered through ESSER III,  our district will utilize ESSER III 
Equalization (11t) funding to provide services and supports to the populations specified above to 
address any additional specific academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs identified 
through needs assessment specific to those subgroups of learners. Additionally, funds are being 
allocated to professional learning opportunities focused on high leverage instructional strategies 
across the content that narrow achievement gaps between students in identified subgroups and all 
students. 

ESSER III-11t Equalization DRAFT Narrative Plan for Use of Funds Total 11t Equalization Allocation - $8,043,640
Spending Plan from Summer of 2022 through Summer of 2024: Representative Examples of Types of Expenditures Included

Other Allowable Uses
● Materials

○ Proportionate costs of 
appropriate  curriculum 
purchases

○ PAES - Practical Assessment 
Exploration Systems (PAES) 
Labs for SLHS CI Program

● Staffing
○ Speech & Lang Pathologist in 

support of MTSS
○ Bldg Guest Teachers for Special 

Education Programs

Learning Loss
● Staffing 

○ Special Ed SW
○ English Language Development 

Staff
○ AARI Reading intervention course

● Professional Learning
○ Lower El literacy 
○ K-5 Classroom labs
○ 6-12 Universal Design for Learning
○ AARI Training (middle school)
○ Math Recovery Training (elem)

After School Programming
● Tutoring for identified subgroups. 

Options Include:
○ Staff- Provided
○ Online, vendor-provided 

tutoring options
● Elem Resource Room audiobook 

lending library

Summer Learning
● Special Education Summer 

Experience
● Elementary Summer Jump 

Start
● Middle School Summer 

School
● High School Credit Recovery
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